XXXIV. Deir el-Balah

2536. Greek mosaic building inscription of a church, 586 AD

Mosaic inscription in the central nave of a church inside a tabula ansata (Saliou 281
fig. 1 for the general layout). For the text black tesserae were used, for the tabula an-
sata pink and brown tesserae. Ligatures, superscribed letters, abbreviation marks.
Meas.: letters 1.1: 7.5-8 cm; 1.2: 6.5-7 cm.

Findspot: Abu Baraqeh (Deir el-Balah), 16 km south of Gaza.

l§ KATIOCONAOCCE KY FIEBAYMACTOCENAIKAIOCT NHINPONOLATEPT I OYENADZOTSY
2 UARSCTREALY NBWOANTENITEKPLAINNOY METAAGNKO Ml ENTAETENE TOTOMANEPRHAPTEMS PokX |

fig. 2536

(star) ATTOEZONAOXX0OYKYPIEGAYMASXTOXENAIKAIOZYNHITPONOIATE
QPTTOYENAOZOT] (sprig)

IAAOYXETP/KAIZYNOQITANTEITI TPKOIAIIIIIOYMETA AOITP/KOM/KETIIT
PETENETOTOITANEPT/MHAPTEM/TOSCMX

Aytog 6 vab gov, xUpte, Bavpaotos v dixatoovvy. Ipovoia Tewpyiov
évdofot(dTov) | iAdovaTp(iov) xal - abv O(e)6 - Tavremitp(émov) x(al) PrAimmou
ueyaromp(emeataTon) ®op(nTog) x(at) EmiTp(dmov) éyéveto TO maAY Epy(ov) uy(vi)
Aptep(ioiw) <E€>To(vs) sy’

Holy is your temple, o Lord, admirable in justice. By the providence of Georgius,
the most glorious and illustrious and - with the help of god - supercurator, and of
Philippus, the most magnificent count and curator, the whole work was finished in
the month Artemision in the year 646 (= April/May 586 AD).

Comm.: L.1: Ps 64,5 (LXX); cf. SEG 7, 875 (Gerasa); 44, 1406 (Madaba); Felle, Biblia
epigraphica, nos. 79, 87. The quotation is separated from the rest of the inscription
by a word divisor. — L1ff.: “Leur titulature dévelopée associe des titres sénatori-
aux élevés a des fonctions des gestionnaires ... ces dignitaires avaient probablement
pour ressort les domaines impériaux du Saltus Constantinianus, dont la frontiére
avec Gaza devait donc passer au Nord du site” (Feissel [BE]).

1.2: mavtemitpomog is new, but Feissel (BE) believes that it can be found also in
PG 114, 1429 D (mevremtpémov cu{dyouv). The fact that the inscription does not re-
fer to the saltus in question might give rise to the idea that the church was erected



534 XXXIV. Deir el-Balah

on the saltus itself. If the year 646 refers to the era of Gaza, the church was built in
586 AD in the month Artemision = between 26 April and 25 May.

Bibl.: C. Saliou, RB 115, 2008, 275-86 pl. 2 (ed. pr.). - AE 2008, 1550; SEG 58, 1757. — Cf. M. Pic-
cirillo, in: Haldimann et al., Gaza 178f.; BE 2009, 522.

Photo: D. Licher (dr.).
WA/WE

2537. Greek funerary inscription (?)

Two pieces of marble, found near to each other. As far as can be seen from the
drawing, they do not match. However, since the stones are of the same height and
the same lettering, Abel suggested that they form parts of a single text (Bagatti still
speaks of two inscriptions).

Meas.: (a) h 45, w 78 cm; (b) h 45, w 63 cm; letters 3.75 cm.

Findspot: Fragment (b) was found in the pavement of the mosque of el-Khader
Abu’l Abbas; fragment (a) comes from the cover of a small cistern in the court of
the mosque; the last one has a hole in its middle (@ 10 cm). Abel 69 believes that
the stone must have come from the necropolis of Darum (Darum is the name the

pilgrims used for this place).
Pres. loc.: Abel 68 mentions a squeeze “conservé aux Archives du Musée de Jerusalem”, but calls
this squeeze as unhelpful as Conder’s drawing.
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fig. 2537 (fragm. a and b)

(a) ETE[--]NT[.]O[--] (b) [--]ITIQEIZAK ATOIKQ
MAYPE[--JAPABIANO[--] [--]YAMAATIOAAOAQPQ
ATIO[--[+NHZIOYAI®[--] [--JOYEKTQNIAIQNEYXA

(aand b) ETE[--]NT[..]O[.]ITIQEIZAKATOIKQ
MAYPE[--]APABIANOYAMAATIOAAOAQPQ
ATIO[--]+NHZIOYAIQ[--]OYEKTONIAIONEYXA

(a and b) été[Aeaey To]v T[ém]o[v Tlitiw Eicd xatoixw | M. Adp. E[--] Apafiavol
dpa Amordodwpew | amd [xepds] Nmaiov Mblovpylol éx Tév idiwy
evya(plaTolivreg)
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This place was perfected for Titius Isas, katoikos, by Marcus Aurelius E... (son of??)
Arabianus together with Apollodorus, by the hand of the stonemason Nesius, with
their own money, in thanksgiving.

Comm.: The reading text printed is Abel’s. 1.1: Conder 1875: “The first line is almost
obliterated by the feet of visitors™ he read on (b): ITTYOIZAPAZ...Q; Abel: “Le
début de la premiére ligne demeure conjectural ..., mais il doit comporter I’érection
d’un monument funéraire”; été[Aecav--] Abel, perhaps rightly; 1.2: Adpé[Atog --]
Clermont-Ganneau; APAPIANO Conder; 1.3: INHZIOYAT® Conder; amd [--]ivng
ol MblogTpiit]ou edyalpioTolvtes] Clermont-Ganneau; [--Ailvnoiov? Abel; this
would at least fit with the vertical bar Conder noted before the nu.

Date: according to the names, the inscription belongs at least to the late 2 c. -
perhaps even to later times.

1.1: PAES III A 2, 185: 6 Tdémog [{Trol Oelva} étleréchy; IGLS IV 1523:
o<u>veTédeg(av) TOV pynuiov; 1529: é<té>Aeaey TO xounThpty; 1539: éteréody To
7poetov; none of these provides a perfect parallel. —Ioé is surely the hypocoristicon
of Teidwpos - even though Wuthnow, Semitische Menschennamen 45 has Etoag (cf.
this vol. no. 2193). Abel refers to Oertel and concludes: “le défunt, comme les dédi-
cants, pourrait avoir appartenu a un groupe de militaires établis comme tenanciers
de l'oasis™. This interpretation would emphasize the connection of Titius Isas to
Egypt - and it would be, it seems, a very late date for a xdtoixog in Oertel’s sense.
Does the word relate to the inhabitant of the grave? Cf. SEG 47, 1110 (unknown
provenance) with the quotation of Ps 131,14: [vi]v évtaifa fpet|[icat]o xaToixela;
ICUR n.s. VIII 22815 (play on words on a prominent Christian motif): mapoixyoag
€T TeaTEpANOVTA XATOIXE TOV Edva.

1.2: Wuthnow, Semitische Menschennamen 25 places Arabianus among the
Semitic personal names, but it is difficult to believe that people were aware of this
linguistic connection. But there may have been a certain lacuna between the omi-
cron and the upsilon of the name (cf. the drawing).

1.3: There seems to be no parallel for this supplement, and edya(ptoTolvTeg)
is no common term in funerary inscriptions, either (but see CIIP II 1456 [Cae-
sarea], where the term is not really explained: peudptov tijs mpooouAntou ’Acty xal
ITapyyopiov, edyaptotolioa). One can form no hypothesis on the links between Au-
relius E[--], Apollodorus and Titius Eisas.

Bibl.: C. Conder, PEQ 7, 1875, 159f. nos. 3-4; Conder - Kitchener, SWP 3 Judaea 247f. (drs.) (ed.
pr.). - C. Conder, PEQ 26, 1894, 202 no. 20; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP II 419 no. 27; Meyer, His-
tory 141f. nos. 13-14 (after Conder 1875); F. Abel, RB 49, 1940, 68f. - Cf. F. Oertel, RE XI 1, 20;
Bagatti, Judaea 186.

Photo: Conder - Kitchener, SWP 3 Judaea 248 (two drs., rearranged here).
WA
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2538. Crosses with Greek letters

Slab of stone, decorated with two squares, each square containing a (Maltese) cross;
under the arms of the crosses the letters.
Meas.: h ca. 76, w ca. 183 cm (preserved).

Findspot: From the same place as no. 2537. “The mosque in the village is called
Jamia el Khudr and stands, traditionally, on the site of a large monastery. The
building was entered from a courtyard on the south. It proved to be a Christian
chapel” (Conder - Kitchener). The stone was on the floor of the chapel.

@AQ
(b) A [Q]

(Christ is the) alpha (and the) omega.

Comm.: Conder - Kitchener believe this
to be a tombstone.

fig. 2538

Bibl.: C. Conder, PEQ 7, 1875, 160; Conder -
Kitchener, SWP 3 Judaea 247f. (dr.) (edd. prr.). - Bagatti, Judaea 181 fig. 2 (dr.), 185f. - Cf. F. Abel,
RB 49, 1940, 69.

Photo: Conder - Kitchener, SWP 3 Judaea 248 (dr.).
WA



